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only relieved by her death from inquietude. A
circumstance took place at this time which
doubled Madame's friendship for me. A rich
man, who had a situation in the Revenue
Department, called on me one day very secretly,
and told me that he had something of importance
to communicate to Madame la Marquise, but that
he should find himself very much embarrassed
in communicating it to her personally, and that
he should prefer acquainting me with it. He
then told me, what I already knew, that he
had a very beautiful wife, of whom he was
passionately fond; that having on one occasion
perceived her kissing a little porte-feuille, he en-
deavoured to get possession of it, supposing there
was some mystery attached to it. One day that
she suddenly left the room to go upstairs to see
her sister, who had been brought to bed, he as they died off, and seven I had
